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A World within a Wary like Mr Read's other long
pieces, is an attempt to write philosophical poetry
and to avoid the longueurs of discursive linkage by
using recurrent images intended to bring the
several parts of the poem into relationship. We
shall find Mr T* S. Eliot facing the same problems
in his own way, and with greater mastery. But
this poem of Mr Read's is very good, and when
we find that his Dunkirk Ode is almost equally
successful in giving noble expression to the spiritual
upheaval in the individual which turned defeat
into a national revival, we must hail him as one
of the most important of living poets, both for the
spare integrity of his form and for the restrained
beauty of his ideal :

The self perfected
tranquil as a dove
the heart elected
to mutual aid*

Reason and love
incurved like a prow
a blade dividing
time's contrary flow.

Poetry a pennon

rippling above

in the fabulous wind.    (Ode.)

The work of D. H. Lawrence was in every way a
complete antithesis to that of Mr Read, Lawrence's
touch m poetry was surer than in his novels, IB
poetry he never entirely lost his se&se of form ; the
purely didactic element was less; the childish
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